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Notes for living our faith in modern times

Enjoying God`s grandeur in cottage country
Summer getaways offer us a
chance to relax and have fun.
They can also be a time for spiritual rejuvenation. Ontario’s cottage country, with beautiful
lakes, beaches and wilderness,
offers an opportunity to marvel
at God’s grandeur. In the Georgian Bay region vacationers can
also be spiritually enriched at a
number of historic and sacred
sites.
Sts. Volodymyr and Olha
Ukrainian Catholic Church
This parish dates to the 1950s,
when Ukrainians began building
summer homes near Cawaja
Beach. Liturgies were first served
in the open air. Two philanthropists, M. Gerus and M. Dejnega,
donated land for a church. The
community raised funds, and a
Hutsul-style church designed by

Toronto architect Ihor Stecura
was built. In 1989, Bishop Isidor
Borecky officially blessed Sts.
Volodymyr & Olha, at Cawaja
Beach. The parish welcomes visitors to Sunday liturgies and fellowships afterwards. See:
www.cawajachurch.com
Ste. Marie Among the Hurons
Not far from Cawaja Beach, in
Midland, is Sainte-Marie Among
the Hurons. This National Historic Site is a reconstruction of
¨Fort Ste. Marie,¨ a 17th-century
French Jesuit Mission to the
Huron people. The graves of
Jesuit priest, St. Jean de Brébeuf,
who wrote the popular Christmas
hymn, a "Huron Carol" and fellow martyr, St. Gabriel Lalement
are in the wooden church of St.
Joseph at the site. This church
was visited by Pope John Paul II

in 1984. See: www.saintemarie
amongthehurons.on.ca
Martyrs' Shrine
Also in Midland, across the
highway from Ste. Marie
Among the Hurons, Martyrs'
Shrine honours the eight Jesuit missionaries martyred during the Huron-Iroquois wars
and later canonized by the
Roman Catholic Church. Collectively, these martyrs are
Canada's Patron Saints. The
Shrine, which includes a ceiling shaped like an overturned
canoe, has daily masses and
the relics of St. Jean de Brébeuf, St. Gabriel Lalemant, St.
Charles Garnier, and Blessed
Kateri Tekakwitha for public
veneration. It is a Canadian
National Shrine. See:
www.martyrsshrine.com

Did you know?
Liturgy during vacation
Holiday travel doesn`t absolve
us from our Sunday and Feast
Day worship obligations. If
your travels take you where
there is no Catholic or Orthodox parish to attend, plan to
take time for prayer on Sunday
and Feast Days. Remember to
include the Apostol and Gospel readings for that Sunday in
your prayer. Be prepared! Pack
a bag with prayer book, Bible,
liturgical calendar, icon and
candle. Remember daily prayer
as well! A listing of Ukrainian
churches in Ontario is available at:
www.ucet.ca/eparchy_192.htm

"Some go to church to see and be seen, some go there to say they have been, some go there to sleep and nod; but
let us go there to worship God." – Unknown

Summer fiction for the soul
Looking for some fiction reading
to enjoy this summer? How
about a novel with a Christian
spiritual theme? Some suggestions are listed below. Enjoy!
Chronicles of Narnia
by C.S. Lewis
This collection of seven children’s novels with Christian
themes can be enjoyed by readers of all ages. The books are set
mainly in a fictional world where
good battles evil. The books are:
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe; Prince Caspian; The Voyage of the Dawn Treader; The
Silver Chair; The Horse and His
Boy; The Magician's Nephew

and The Last Battle.
The Screwtape Letters
by C. S. Lewis
In this satirical novel for adults, a
senior demon, Screwtape, mentors his nephew in luring a recent
Christian convert away from
God. The book exposes how
temptations can lead to corruption and confusion, undermining
faith, promoting sin and resulting
in damnation, while resistance
can lead to salvation.
Loss and Gain
by John Henry Newman
Blessed Cardinal Newman in his
first novel depicts the culture of

Oxford University in the mid
-1880s and the conversion of
a young student to Roman
Online pick
Catholicism. A good read for
Progress Ukrainian
those who are interested in
Catholic News
theology and philosophy.
Published by the
Picture of Dorian Gray
Ukr. Catholic Eparby Oscar Wilde
chy of Winnipeg,
this newspaper covThe Picture of Dorian Gray
ers religious topics
tells the tale of a handsome
and church affairs
young man who is willing to
in Canada, Ukraine, and begive up his soul so that he
yond. Available free online at:
does not age. He embraces a
www.progressnews.ca
life of hedonism, only to find
Also available as a paid print
that a beautiful portrait of
newspaper subscription by
him increasingly reflects the
calling:1-204-338-7801.
ugliness of his sins.
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